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AN 


HisToRICAL ENQUIRY 
INTO THE 


CRHARACIOE 


GW O'F 


STILICHO. 


P 0 N Reading 4 late 
Admired Production called 
Rufinus, &c. I could not 


help taking Notice of the 
Author's Gr 2 Candour, and Ing e-. 


 avous Manner of Repreſenting the 


Character of Stilicho. In that Ad- 


mirable Es s av ( take Profe and 
Verſe together, otherwiſe it is an 


impertec Piece.) you will find him 


{kt forth, «5 « Man ſhewing the Good, 
Diſpoſition of his Mini try, by. endeas. 
3 to compoſe - ars and yy 

2 o 


„„ 


and to Reſtore Peace and Happineſs to 
the Romans; As a|Man that Regard- 
eth nothing but the Public ſaſety: Af- 
ter this he is called the Polar Star, to 
direct the Political Veſſel amidſt State 
Hurricanes and Popular Iempeſts; Ihe 
Supporter of Afflicted Virtue; The on- 
ly jolid Force that can ſtop the Courſe of 
an INVADER; Cum Multis a- 
liis que nunc, &c. A very Fair and 


Beautiful Picture indeed, well wor- 


thy of the higheſt Admiration; and 
if the Able Hand that Drew it, had 
not Writ Stilicho underneath, m 
little Skill, I own, had called it Cato 
the Jounger; and'I was ready to Ex- 
claim, Raviſhed with the remem- 
brance af his Great and Goalike Vir- 
A Sao BS: 
Ecce Parens wverus Patri æ Digniſſi- 
mus Ars * er 
Roma Tut —— Lucan. 


But now I hope the Author will 
excuſe me, if I deſire the Reader to 
ſuſpend a while his Opinion, till we 
have firſt enquired into the Monu- 
ments of Elder Times, to ſee if they 
diſcover nothing whereby He may be 
I | directed 


. — 
” 


R K Auf ‚ . A ati. #4, 


| CSI FF 
directed in forming a Judgment upon 
ſo Carious and Maſterl a Piece. And 
if after I have produced their Teſti- 
monies, ſuch a Man can be found, who 
ſhall then be of Opinion that He De- 
ſerveth to be Ranked in the Number 
of the Great and Good: Stilicho may 
take his Place as ſoon as He will, I 
ſhall give Him no farther diſturbance. 
But if Truth ſhould chance to prevail, 
and we get the majority with us, I 
make no queſtion but onr Author hath 
his Conſolation at hand, ; 


| Populus me ſibilat 
At mihi Plaudo. 


Upon the Death of Theodoſius the 

Great, to the great misfortune of the 
Roman Empire, it was divided be- 
tween His two Sons, who being too 
young to Govern of themſelves, were 
delivered over to be Governed by o- 
thers, who wholly employed their 
Power to the Advancement of their 
own Intereſts, without regarding either 
the Proſperity or Honour of the Em- 
pire, or the Reputation and Dignity of 
their Maſters. Arcadius and Honorius 
had the Imperial Titles, but a 
an 


(5) 
and Ryfizue poſſeſſed the Powey : The 
arne in tl Weſt, the other in the 
Eaſt. Nomine quidem tenus id obti- 
nere widebantar ; ſed reapſe totius Prin- 
ctpatus Poteſt as per Orientem penes Ru- 
ent 


finum, per Occidentem in Arbitrio Steli. 
chonis erat. And to the ſame. pur. 
pole faith another Author, J I Orz- 
entis quidem Partibus Rufinus apud 
Arcadium ſummam Pote ſtatem obtenehat : 
In occidente autem Stilicho apud Hpao- 
rium eundem obtinebat Locum, Uterg; 
enim Iſtorum, Imperii NOMEN as 
S PE CIE M penes utrumq; filio- 
rum Theodoſii remanere facile paſſus, 
RO B VR Imperii penes ſe Retinuit. 
But becauſe our Author hath Dreſſed 
up his Idol in ſuch Magnificent Ap- 
parel, and fo Liberally beftow'd up- 
on Him the moſt ſhining Attributes; 
The Reader, I imagine, will be in- 
quiſitive to know how this Stilicha 
behaved himſelf in the diſcharge of 
bis ſo High and Important a Truſt ; 
. and how conformable it was to the 
NF Account this Man hath given of Him, 
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Audire ef Opere pretium. Yet were 
r 


it not the fake of Truth, my 


own: Good Nature would incline me 


to Silence, and Iwould leave Him to 
Solace Himſelf with the imaginary 
Virtues of His Hero, rather than ex- 
poſe the Character of a Man he is ſo 
enamour'd with; but Neceffity obli- 
geth me, to prevent Unthinking Peo- 
ple from being Miſled, to declare, 
that in Virtue of His Miniſterial Au- 
thority, (in the Weſter» part of the 
Empire) He brought all Cauſes and 
Controverſies whatever to be Deter- 
mined before him; That He gave 
Judgment with the molt Arbitrary Par- 
tiality, the higheſt Bribe being the 
beft Evidence; that by this means the 
Great Eſtates (at leaſt of His part) 
ofthe Empire, became veſted in Him; 
for ſome by ſweetning Gifts endeavou- 
red to avoid Litigious Proſecutions 
and Falſe Accuſations ; and others 
with what they had, bought Offices 
and Employments in the Government, 
or by ſome. means or other, procured 
the Ruin of a City, whilſt Stilicho 
Rioted and Triumphed in the 'Spoils 


of a Miſerable and Oppreſſed People. 


But thinking it Unreaſonable he ſhould 
| take. 


13 
take my word for ſo Heavy a Charge 
againſt His Favourite, I will therefore 
call my Authority to ſupport me, Li- 
dem ( ſays * Zoſimus ) lites omnes apud 
Þ+ eos magna Licentia Determinabantar ; 
Victor abibat, qui pecunia ſententi- 
am redimebat, vel alioqui judicis Bene. 
volentiam neceſſitudine quadam ad ſe tra. 
hebat. Predia vero, quoram Domini om- 
nium ore tanguam Beat i pr edicabantar, ad 
hos ipſos perveniebant: Aliis quidam mu- 
neribus eos demulcentibus, eaq; via Ca- 
lumnias evitantibus : Aliis vero ſponte 


res ſuas dimittentibus ut Magi ſtratum 


aliquem conſequerentur, vel aliam quan- 
dam urbium perniciem ſibi compararent. 
Quumq; per urbes omne Genus Improbita- 
tis increviſſet quidquid ubiq; Divitia- 
rum erat, in Rufini Stilichonis que do- 
mum Confluebat; & Omnibus in Locis 
paupertas EORUM domos exhauribat, 
gui locupletes olim fuerant. 
Would any Body now believe that 
a Man, who had ever read Zoſimws, 
ſhould after that have taken the pains 
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* Zoſim, Lib. 3. Edit. Oxon. Stilicho and 
Rufinus, not deſigning to ſay any thing 7 the Character 
of Rufinus where I fiud them mention together, J 
Hall oniy take notice of Stilicho, 00 
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to make the following Lines t 


But JUSTICE Conſcious duns the 
Poiſon'd Air, 


Where only Proſtituted Tools repair, 


Where —_— and Virtae not avail 


he * * ® . * k 
* * p I\ * \ 4 


Here the Quidlibot 1 ſeems to 
have been very much in the Poer's 

Head; but Icoùld wiſh the next time 
he andertaketh to Compoſe, he would 
ſhow a little more regard to what ſo 
Great a judge as Horure hath laid 
down; That He would be pleasꝰd to 


Remember, He hath Abſolutely for- 


bid Him (as a Poet or 4 Painter) to 
Couple Cogtraries or Iaronſiſtencies, 
and that the Qsidlibet Aadendi' is ab- 
lowed upon no Feen off 
Mas ra (ebe 3 +) 
Sen non ut Plmidir boat Immitin; 
 monur Ka N Dan 4 
See, Awibus Berner, tigribux 


Me, r 4 #9 5 214 3IWP 
x em sho klo Ac. Poet 
B- _— But 
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But there is a certain Species of 
Men incapable of any Advice, A Gens 
Adulandi Prudentiſima — who as: the 
Poet very well exprefſeth it,-:;-* 


rr Lavacr nn - 

| Sermouyns Indoeth, Faciem emis 

Amit; . 

E. longam INV ALIDI C - Cervi- 
| cibus æquat 
oy Fi «ANT. Ev, proces 4 Tel- 
ure tenentts i: 1 d. 14d 
iE „ LD £0 F Joy. Sar, z. 
biuo\ ©: 
ct 1 mould hs; glad "that Author 
would tell me if 1 be any thing 
mote M ictel, more Vnjuſt; any 
thing more: Dangerous in its. Conſe- 
quence, more Heſtradt que in its 
Nature to the Peace 2 9 9 
Condition of any State, chan expoling 
the Public Iuſtice to Dale. Mil ſane 
(ſaith Claverius) farpias quan Nun- 
dinatio Magiſtratuum: His iniquitatis 
principium & ſinis ; illa Omnium ſcele- 
rum fons Juſtiniano AI, But not- 
withitanding any Authority that can 
* produced; I ſuppoſe this Author 


20 1 In Annos. in Claudjan Rufin. 
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will ſtand by his Stilitho, and ſtill 
believe him (though no Body elſe 
doth ) a very fit Perſon to be at the 
Head of all Publick Affairs; and in 
the next Edirion of his ExctLLENT 
Eſſay, I expect to hear him 1 1 
out in 4 Lamentable TON | 


0 Nena Nara T E C oft 
ROMAM! 


which I much wonder he ſhould "i 
get, becauſe fo very proper _ his De- 
ige. 

"Here now I ſhould think i it proper 
to leave off, being perſwaded What 
hath already been produced, is. ſoft 
cient to deſtroy the Reputation of 


Stilicho: But that the Admirers of 


this. Extraordinary Labour may have no 
reaſon to complain of rhe Inſufficiency 
of the Evidence, and to prevent an 
objection that One Inſtance or Two is 
too ſlender a Proof, and ought not to 
be admitted to the Prejudice or Dif- 
repute of ſo Great and Eminent a Per- 
ſon, whoſe Credit (in their Opinion) 
ſtands ſo well eſtabliſhed upon the 
many undeniable Jeſtimonies of the Au- 


| thor s own Aſſertions, I have reſolved 
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to proceed: Vet whether my Autho- 
rities will be ſtrong and clean enough 
to'Convince Them at laſt, is a ſecret. 
They beſt can reſolve. This Vs 
I muR declare, That nothing ought to 
be Received, that Tendeth to the Di- 
minution of 2% Man's Good Name, 
but what cometh ſupported with the 


fulleſt and plaineſt Conviction of Truth, 


ſince in this Caſe an Injuſtice once done 
admitteth of zo Repararion after- 
wards. Paſſion, Revenge and Selt- 
intereft muſt be diſcarded; for while 
they are in poſſeſſion, Reaſon and Judg- 
ment cannot exerciſe their proper Fun- 
tions with Freedom. and 'Impartiality. 
And I will agree with them further, 
That this Rule is more eſpecially (if 
there can be a difference allowed) to 
be put in Practiſe, where a Queſtion 
ariſeth of Cenſuring the Reputation of 
« Man, who by a Continued Praiſe-worthy 
Demeanour, hath given all poſſible De- 
monſtration, that the whole Conduct of 
his Actions muſt have been regulated and 


governed by the Principles of Virtue. 


The very Perſon our Author would 
Repreſent in the Character of Srilicho. 
But becauſe we differ in the Reſem- 
blance of the Features, I will pe 5 
| . 


— 
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Caſe under a Fictitious Perſon : Sup: 
poſe, for Example, A General of the 
Roman Army, greatly Famous for his 
Military Atchieyments, in the proſe- 
cution of a Long and Hazardous War, 
had been always (a ſtrange ſuppoſition 
you will ay) Victorious, and by this 
miraculous Succeſs of his Arms, had 
Driven from the Threſhold of the Im- 
perial Palace, either of Rowe or Con- 
ſtantinople, a molt ſtrong and almoſt 
Invincible Alarich, back to the Con- 
fines of his own Dominions, and fo 
Reduced the Exorbitant Greatneſs of 
his Power, that for his own Security, 
and to prevent the anavoidable De- 
ſtruction of a moſt Indigent and Di- 
ſtreſſed People, he was Neceſſirated to 
ſue for a Peace, Diſbonourablè to the 
Gothick Nation, but Safe, Honourable, 
and Wholeſom for the Roman Empire. 
And at the time when this Great and 
Succeſsful Commander was putting a 
Period to this Glorious War, and (as 
far as Humane Prudence can foreſee) 
would have for ever Incapacitated the 
EN E Mx from infeſting again the 
ROMAN Territories, by obliging 
HIM to put into the Hands of the 
ROMANS {ach a Security, as ſhould 

not 


„„ 
not have been in his Power to have 
Revoked afterwards. In this wiſely 
imitating the Prudence of Iphicrates, 
the Athenian, who (as I find it noted 
by my Lord * Bacon) obferving how 
the Lacedæmonians had thought upon, 
and propounded divers Cautions, San- 
ctions, Confirmations and Bonds, per- 
taining to Leagues, Inter poſed thus: 
UNUM Lacedæmonii, nobis vobiſcum 
vinculum & fecuritatis Ratio eſſe polſit; 
ſi plane Demonſtretis, vos ea nobis Con- 
ceſſiſſe, & inter manus poſſuiſſe, ut vobis 
FACULTAS LADENDI nos, ſi 
maxime velletis, minime ſuppetere poſſit. 
There is one thing (O Lacedemonians ) 
that would link us unto you in a Bond 
of Amity, and be the occaſion of 
Peace and Security; which is, if you 
would plainly Demonſtrate, that you 
have yielded up, and put into our 
hands, ſuch things as that, would you 
hurt us never ſo fain, you ſhould yet 
be disfurniſhed of means to do it. At 
this very remarkable Juncture of Time 
(I fay) we will ſuppoſe Him, 
Called Home, Removed from all his 
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* IWiſdom of the Ancients, 
Em- 


(15) 
Employments, in, the State, and after- 
wards Accuſed upon 4 Juppoſi ſtion of 
un ꝙarranta ble Practiſes in his manage- 
ment of this War, ſo "4/50 in its 
Continuance, and O (near being) 
Advantageous in its concluſion to the 
2 75 Roman Emp ire. In ſuch a 
Caſe as this Ws whinever it Hall hap- 
ol where t r of Innocence 
lain and an Kia, and not any 
F In tereſted Deſizn without the great. 
eſt i Valid, to eee * _ bg ner 
Pepe Cl tbly be ſuppoſed; doubt- 
127 no 1 gs 2 CEL ouch to be 
received” bahn that admitteth of 
Diſpute, Or that may be liable to Con- 
t faction Ctediterl; Every Crxcun- 
erde of the Proof Demonſtrably 
LAIN and. Furl, and Examined into 
With the greatelt 'Canvoux, the ut- 
molt IMBARTiAlITY, and with a 
Mind Diſpoſed'to Acquit'rather than 
% Condemn: For we ſhould always 


have. in mind what the Poet obſerved 
in. his Time, | 


Rene r Ju ben 2 
| + ay. Sat. VI. 
That 
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That there never will be wanting ſuch 
3 Men (Jews as he calls them) whe 
* for the value of a Helfpenny-Loaf 
| will fell you ny; thing, any Infor- 
e. 


mation you pleaſe. And to ſay the 
Truth, I do nat conceive what Evi- 
dence can be brought (but what 
will be ſuſpicious ) at weight enough 
to Canfront ſuch a very ſtrong Pre- 
ſumption Demonſtration 1 think Þ 
may call it) of Integrity, which would 
rather Induce 0 an to think that 
Envy, Hatred and Malice, had Eręcted 
a new Triamvirate, and by ſame ere 
Enchantmeat had Conjured up a Storm | 
only to obſcure the ſplendour of HIs | 
Virtues, and conceal t o deſperate Wick- ; 
edneſs of THEIR own Intentions : 
And therefore, notwithſtanding a , 
opinion at preſent, if our Author ſhall ] 
at an Time produce uch a 7 reg ] 
ptive Evidence of Hoaeſty' and Good 7 
Intentions for the Publick, in behalf of 
his Stilicho, I aſſure him, tor my own 
part, I ſhall declare Him Innocent, 
acquit him of all that I ſhall lay to 
his Charge, and conclude that Man- 
kind have Conſpired together with a 
malicious and evil Intent to deſtroy 
the Memory of his Virtues. Net, |: i 
| new 
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ſhew him farther, that I neither 
am, nor will be ſway'd by any 
manner of partiality, in behalf of 
my Hero, ſo ſoon as the Commoz- 
wealth {ſhall have convicted HIM 
of thoſe Crimes, for which he ſtands 
accus'd by the Mercenary FEW; 
I ſhall readily Diſclaim the Picture 
I have drawn, and believe his 
Stilicho the Saint, and worthy of 
a Canonization ; But till this is 
done, I mult ſincerely declare, in 
the Words of a moſt Ingenious 
+ Writer, That I ſhall ſtill be content, 
with the reſt of Mankind, ſilently to a- 
dore his, and return Heaven Thanks, for 
Bleſſing him with the Succeſs, His Royal 
Miſtrejs's Cauſe, and his own Merits 
deſerd d: Making no Queſtion, but 
He will ever continue the Darling of 
EUROPE, and the Terror of 
FRANCE. | | 


To conclude, ſince our Author 
is ſo fond of Tranſmitting to Po- 
ſterity the Character of his STI. 
LIC HO a in Poetical Dreſs, (tho? 

* with - 


+ See Col. Bladen's Dedication to Cæſur's Com- 
mentaries Engliſh, . 


C3 - 
without the leaſt Juſtice in the Ap» 
plication) I ſhall perſue his Me- 
thod in this point, by leaving to 
the Judgment of every Impartial 
Reader, the following Lines upon 
the DUKE's going into G E R- 
MANT. 


TO'HIS 


G RAU 


THE 
Duke of Marlborough, 


Upon his Going into 
GERMANY. 


GO Mighty PRINCE, and thoſe Great 


Nations ſee, 


Which thy ViRtorious Arms before made 
Free; 


View that Fam'd Column, where thy Name 
engrav'd, 


Shall — their Children vrho their Empire 
av'd, 


Point out that Marble, where thy Worth is 
ſhown 


To every Grateful Country, but thy Own. 
O Cenſure undeſerv'd ! Unequal Fate! 


Which ſtrove to Leſſen Him who. made Her 
Great; | 
Which 


(20) 
Which pamper'd with Succeſs, and Rich in 
Fame, 


Extoll'd his Conqueſt; but Condenm'd his 
Name; 


But Vertue is a Crime, when plac'd on high, 
Tho all the Fault's in the Beholder's Eye. 


Yet He untouch'd as in the Heat of Wars, 
Flies from no Danger, but Domeſticł Farrs. 


Leaves buſie Tongues, and Lying Fame 
hind, 


And tries at leaſt in other Climes to find, . 
Our Fox by Mountains, and by Seas con- 


fy 


Yet filing at the Dart, which Envy ſhakes 
He only fears for Her, whom he forſakes ; 
He grieves to find the Courſe of Vir tue croſt, 
Bluſhing to ſee our Blood no better loſt: 
Diſdains in Factious Parties to contend, 

And proves in Abſence moſt Britanmia's Friend, 


So theGreatSCT,P1O of Old, to ſhun 
That Glorious Envy, which his Arms had 


won, 


Far from his Dear, Ungrateful Rome retir d, 
Prepar d, whene'sr His Country's Cauſe 
requir'd, 


| To 1 np Peace or War, and be again 


FINIS. 


* 31s 22 


